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THE LIFE AND THOUGHT OF RAV KOOK
5 - RAV KOOK AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE
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Our generation is an amazing generation, a generation that is an utter astonishment. It is very difficult to find a paradigm in all of our history.
[Our generation] is comprised of opposites, darkness and light function in it as a mixture. It is low and despondent, but it is also elevated and
high. It is entirely guilty and also entirely innocent. We are obligated to understand its nature in order to go and help it.
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In most times and generations, we see that where a generation is filled with immorality, this immorality extends in all directions across all
spheres of ethics. The generation that forgets its God is also one which is stubborn and rebellious - gluttonous and drunkard. .....

This generation is strange, it is mischievous, it is wild, but it is also elevated and exalted - we remove from the calculation those coarse
individuals who take the spirit of bursting through as a mask to commit crimes of robbery, violence and all disgusting things - we find that on
the one hand “insolence will increase“ and in contrast to this, feelings of kindness, fairness, justice and mercy are being strengthened,
science and idealism are bursting and ascending. A large portion of the younger generation does not feel any respect for custom, not
because its soul is dark, not because it is lower than the boundaries that law sets for the common masses, but rather because it has risen to
a place that according to its character it looks at the law, at tradition and faith in general, at all of purity and holiness, at all of the great and
Godly truths as much lower than their true value. This is because of the lack of learning of emotional and intellectual foundations of the
breadth of Torah “The gold was dimmed”.
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Come, let us prepare the way for [this generation]; let us show it the gate of the city so it can find the entrance. We will show it that what it is
seeking can be found only within the boundaries of Israel..... Let us not deprive it of all the light and the good, of all the shine and the strength
which it has aquired. Rather let us expand them, let us shine upon them a light of life, a light of truth which will shine up from the depths of
the Jewish soul, and our children will look upon it and will be illuminated.
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