
s�xc1        rabbi@rabbimanning.com         dbhbn ovrct - 5784

THE LIFE AND THOUGHT OF RAV KOOK

2 - KODESH AND CHOL

SCIENCE AND SECULAR STUDIES
vhju kjr ,arsn

A] RAV KOOK ON KODESH AND CHOL

1.thv vrh,xv icunf /vz ,t vz ohr,ux ohnkugv 'asue ka ohnkugu kuj ka ohnkug 'asue ka okugu 'kuj ka okug ah
ivu 'ivh,urh,x ,t ,uuavk kufh ubhtu 'kujv ihcu asuev ihc rapk kufh ubht ,nmnumnv u,davc ostv /,hchyehcux

 /ohasuev asue iufnc 'okug ourc ,ucauhn obnt
zh - kujvu asuev okug q tha sung q c ekj q asuev ,urut

ohause asue

kuj asue    

2.asuev ihcu kujv ihc vnjknv ,yha thv vcuy tk kkfc,hp kg ;t 'asuevu kujva /ouka lrs vzht tmnba tuv jrfv 
,narv hsh kg 'vz hsh kgu /uk ,sjuhnv u,kxnc lkh sjt kf ouen kfn 'ohhjc vzk vz ohsdb,n ov ukhtf ohtrb ova

u,sucg dujc ovn sjt kf ka ouenv,vktn sjt kfu /vzk vz .nut uphxuh suga tkt 'vzk vz ohsdb,n uhvh tka hs tk 
,uhsuxhv uh,uryn ,t ohkavk urcj ,t ruzgh ,uthmncu ohhjca ,ujfv hba

/h q kujvu asuev q c ekj q vhtrv hrntn

3.in ohtmuh ovaf uhauju ;udk grt,na vn vnabk grt,n 'vdrsv tkc 'lphvk ut 'kujv kt asuev okugn ohtmuhaf

 /ezb od ohngpku rgm 'vbhmk vnjn 'vrutk vkptn 'luphvv kt luphvv 

kt ohtca sg 'vtkv ifu 'ubnn iu,j, asuek iuhkg asuen vdrsvc vthmhv ,t rsxk ut 'vz ezhv sdb ibah ,ubdv h,a
 /ost kf ,sn thv ,tz 'kuj ka ifu,vasuev kt ukuf kujv kf ,nrv thvu ',tmnb vbuhkg r,uh vdrsn sug kct /,tz

wsk ase xuxv ,ukmn kg vhvh tuvv ouhc 'cdabv ush,gc okugk vhupmv vsnvu 'ohehsmca ohkugnv ,sn thv
jh - asuek kujv ,nrv q tha sung q c ekj q asuev ,urut
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B] TORAH & SCIENCE/TORAH U’MADDA

4. thv asuev ,nfjvnfj kfn vkgb,unnurv v,utk ocrek vhsnuk ka ,hapbv vbuf,vu iumrv ,t ,fpvn thva vzc '
 ',uhnkugv ,unfjv kf if ihta vn /vc ,nmg,n vnmgc thvaohhkhmtu ohph ohcdab ohbhbg ,urhhmn iva hp kg ;tiht '

hbhbg kf hf 'tuv rcsv ogyu ///// ifrg kt ivc vduvv ka ,hnmgv ,uvnv ,t lhanvk ',hkgpnv vbuf,v v,ut ivk
ihtk ohturc iunv ,uuvk asuenv ifu,v jfc ahu 'kfv ,t vuvnv ohhjv suxhn 'ohtc ov ohhjv hhj ruenn asuev

/vduvv apbv kg ,ykucnu vasj vrum ghcyvk rnuju keu '.rt sxhku ohna guybk ',hkf,
hbpk ohdhmnu ohrhhmn ov tkt 'onmg smn ,uasj ohkkujnu ohasjn obht ov hf 'jfv vz ovc iht kuj ka ohgsnv kfu
ruegk 'vasj vhrck ovc vduvv ,t ,uagk od ohkufh obht if kgu ',uthmnc tmnb tuva vn ,t ,hkfav vpeavv
hsgk ohsnugv 'ohh,ntv ohhjv rutc vhju vruvy 'vasj ,uthmn ka cmnc ushngvku ',ugrv uh,ubuf, ,uhnmgn u,ut

sg
,kgupv asuev ,nfj t:t asuev ,urut

The Wisdom of Holiness is more elevated than other wisdoms in that it transforms the will and the character of the soul of its students

to bring them closer to the elevation that it itself posseses. This is not the case with worldly wisdom, that even though they produce

elevated, beautiful and noble matters, they do not have the active characteristic to draw the essence of the thinker to their values… The

reason is that matters of holiness come from the source of life, from the foundation of life that causes all to exist, and they have a

power in their holiness to create an infinite multitudes of creations, to plant the heavens and to give basis to the land and certainly to

give a new form to the soul that ponders them…

C] EVOLUTION

5./vp,,uru,v kfn r,uh 'vkcev ka okug hzrk ,nt,n thv ',gf okugv ,t ,acufu ,fkuvv ',uj,p,vv ,ru, 
rapt lht hf 'okugc hnhyputv suxhv ,t ,b,ub thv ',ukg,v ka kukxnc ,fkuvv ',uj,p,vv /,urjtv ,uhpuxukhpv
,t uc ohtmun ubt 'vkg,nv ,uj,p,vv suxh ka u,uhfu,c ohrsujafu /vkg,nu j,p,n kfva ohtura vgac ath,vk
'vkugu ,j,p,n vkuf vhuvv /okugc wv ,ujrt kf kg rut vghpun ,uj,p,vv //// ,ykjun ,urhvcc rtun hvktv ihbgv

ykjunv cuyv ka vdxpv ourn sg thv vkug ',hyrp unf ,hkkf thv v,hkgu vbnn ohekjc rfhb rcsva oaf
[yh   ,uj,p,vv ,ru, q zke, sung q c ekj q asuev ,urut] /vp, q t .cue q ohmce vbuna

The doctrine of evolution, that is currently conquering the world, jives with the eternal secrets of Kabalah to a larger degree than any

other philosophical doctrine. Evolution, that goes in an ascending route, gives the optimistic foundation to the world, because how is it

possible to despair when we see everything develop and ascend. When we pierce to the inside of the doctrine of ascending

development we find in it the Divine matter shining with complete clearness. Evolution shines light on all of the Hashem’s ways in the

world. The creation as a whole develops and ascends, just as this matter is noticeable in parts of it, the ascent is general as well as

particular - it rises to the peak of the Absolute Good.

6. //// ',juur vfkv thv lf /ubhbnzc ohhdukuthdv ,ubucajvk ajhc vrhmhv ,uba ihbn s"guosue ,ucr ,upue, rcf uhva
ohbunsev ohkcuenv kfc oxrupn tuv ub,pue, ihbnkvnf uhva trehu wp rvuzcu '"ichrjnu ,unkug vbuc whva" r"sncu '

stn cjr ruthc ,ufhrmv ',ueungv ,umhknv ,t vph khfavk lhrm oaa tkt `vru,c rntba ostn .uj ohabt hbhn
'hkkf icruj oh,bhc vhv tka kct 'okkfc ohabtu 'ohturc ka ,upue, utmnba 'ubk ,urun ,urhpjv i,ut f"t /stn

 /kkf ivk aujk ihta 'rhutc ,ujrup ,urgav t"f 'jhfun ,pun iht z"g 'vasj vrhmhu
oua iht f"d ohbhnv ,uj,p,v lrsc vrhmhv rsx whva ubk rrc,n whv ot ukhpta 'vz kfk oheezb ubt iht ,ntc kct
lrg ubng ivk ihta ',unusev ,ughshv kfn r,uh vcrv ubk gduba 'vru, heuxp ka ,uyapv hpf ohbun ubta 'vrh,x

 /vcurn,hatrc vagnc vn,x htsu vru,vukkfn ov ,hatrc vagna ohgsuh kfv hrva 'ohkanu ,uzhnrc vrcsu '
't"t s"uck ,hatrc vagn jf shdvk" arsnc urnt rcfu ?!itf ah r,x vzht oyuap er ohrcsv kf uhv otu 'vru, hr,x

 vkugv vghshv thv rehgvu /"ohekt trc ,hatrc cu,fv o,x lfhpkws ,gsk ihbgv kfn 'h,hntv rxunv hhju//// 
tm - vhtrv ,urdt

Regarding the number of years since creation, in regard to the calculations of modern geologists: It has long been an accepted

concept, noted by all of the early Kabbalists, that there were many eras that preceded our own, as the midrash states, “He created

worlds and destroyed them” and the Zohar writes that there were types of men different from Adam, who is described in the Torah. But

one must contemplate well the deep allegories, which demand extensive explanation. 
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Modern research tells us that eras of creations – including man – have been discovered, but that there was no mass destruction

between these eras. But these are assumptions that are up in the air, with no conclusive proof, and one need not be concerned with

them.

But in truth, we do not need all of this. For even if it was conclusively proven that creation took place through development of species,

there would be no contradiction [with the Torah]. For we count according to the simple explanation of the words of the Torah, which is

more relevant to us that other sources, which are of little value for us. And the Torah certainly concealed the story of Creation and spoke

in hints and allegories. All know that Creation is one of the secrets of the Torah; if we were to understand the matter according to the

literal meaning, what secret would there be here? The midrash already states: “To recount the power of Creation to flesh and blood is

impossible; the Torah therefore concealed the matter with the words, ‘In the beginning, God created.’” The main point is the conclusion

that emerges from the discussion – to know God and true moral life.

7.,t ohr,ux ocurc ova 'ohasjv ohrejnv h"g ,utcv ,ugsv s"g 'ruvyv ljur ,t rhgvk vcuj hnmgk tmun hbbv kkfc
',uasjv i,ut kfc ,jrfun ,nt kf ihta ;ta ',gsk uk hutr ,urah uh,ugsa hn kfa 'thv vzc h,gs /vru, hrcs hyap

 n"nisdb sngku rurhcc iahjfvk kkf ohchhj ubjbt iht,uyuap ,uscug ubk rpxk vru, ka rehg kkf vz ihta hbpn '
ubta 'r,ux jf tmnba ouen kfc r,uh sug onur,h vzu 'ohbhbgvca ,hnhbpv vrcxvv 'lu,v tuv rehgv /uhva ohagnu
,t chjrvk ohbfun ubbv ouhvu 'b"unc oatrcu ohbuatrv hrcsc rcf urntb ohrcs ka oreg /ush kg rcd,vk ohssug,n

/r,uh ohrcsv
ut ',hbjuru ,hnad vcuy cr kg ostv zt dbg,va 'cvz ka ,uthmnv okugc vhv ,ntc ot ru, n"pb oua ubk iht
er ohfhrm ubt /vkg,nu ,fkuv thv lfu 'vnur sg vhuvv ,drsn ,h,j,n 'vkgnk vynkn kgupca ,uthmnv vkjuva
kfuh uhfrs ,hjah ot 'dbugu sucf kfk ifun vhvhu 'vkusd vkgnc vkg,h ot ukhpt ostva 'vrund ,urapt aha ',gsk
ost ,uthmn ka 'tscugvn ubk tmuh sunhkv vzu 'stn ohcr ,urus sg uh,usku,ku unmgk grvk kfuhu 'uk rat kf sctk
ohreujv ihc oxrp,nv ruhmv sdb teus oujkk sug oheezb ubt iht 'uz vsn hshk ohtc ubtafu ///// uaurhdu utyju isg idc
,ntva uz vsnc vjubnc ovh,uykjv ,t kyck kfub v,gu 'ohran yupak kfub rcsc ohgdub ubt iht ratfu 'ohasjv

vfrs ,t ubk vru,
teus tk vkhj,c ubt ohfhrm 'vru,v in rcs vzht ru,xk vtcv vgs kfa ',ugsv ,njknc kusd kkf uvz kkfcu /////
,ugsv ,tzv ,unnur,vv rucgcu 'vsh kg ohnnur,n ubbv vzcu 'vk kgnn vru,v iunrt ,t ,ubck t"f 'v,ut ru,xk

 ,ukd,n
ske - vhtrv ,urdt

D] RAV KOOK’S PANENTHEISM

8.r,uhv vpeavv thva ',hyxhtyubunv vgsvn vtcv ,hvktv ,ubbuc,vv v,ut 'vkhdrv vpeavvca 'tuv rcsv hgcy
ru,c tuva 'uruhmc ostv jurc tcv iuhprv hbpn 'apb ,uahkju cmg ohngpk ,ccxn thv 'vbuntv smn od ,nxrupn
h"g ,rrug,n vakujv sujhc /v,rucd ,rtp, rutc vrhtnv ',hvktv vnkavvn tuv eujr akju kcdun ccuxn tmnb
esmv kt ajhc ',hvktv ,unkav ,nugk 'ostv sngnc khkrpv h"g apbc ohykc,n ohhrxunv ,uburxjva vykcvv

/rxunvu ...

,ffszn thvaf ',hzubhpav vrcxvvk vyubv ',hyxhtyubunv vpeavv ostv ,t ,gdhn ,tzv vpeavvn ,ujp
,uektv hsgkcn rcs oa ihta vasjv ,ushxjv ka hbuc,v ekjvc vbnn ohcr ohekjc ,ykcunv 'vhdhxn...vhv hutru 

'if rcsv iht n"n 'vbuatrvn r,uh sug vka ,ubbuc,vv hengnc ostv jur ,t vahkjn ,uhvk okug ,peavk vz hpk
uhkgau 'u,hhuv ,,nt ,t jfak uk ihta 'u,ut ,ssugn er thv 'ujmb zg ,t shn ostk vchan vburjtv uza tkt
;ux ihtvn u,uhbjurc gurev 'hyrpv unmg ka ,uahv ka ,h,ugyv vcajnvn ohgcubv ohhjv ,ujrt kfn ejr,vk
rautn tuv rcfu 'czuf iuhns ka rcs t"f ,uthmn ka rcs aucfk sug uk iht 'vz lrs kg sgum tuva iuhf kct 'hvktv
thv iuhnsv rdxnn apujk vthmhv 'vrutfk iuhnsv v,ut rhhmna unf f"f vke uz vsucg iht ,ntc obnt /;ux ihtc
kct /vburjtv vcajnvn r,uh tuv uk jur zg ;ux ;ux n"n 'h,uthmn rdxn vzhtn apujk vthmhvn vae ,ujp tk vsucg
ztu 'vbuatrv vpeavv p"g ,uhvk rapta vfz r,uhv ,hkfav ,usnk,vvu kusdv kdrvv h"g t"f vhkg ,adk rapt ht

/uase kfhvc hbst /kfhvu kuche ,hc vk ,hagbu 'vhyrp kfk vrutc vburjtv vcajnv ,t ,ackn thv

'ahv kuyhcu vubgv rutn vtknv 'vhbav vcajnv h"g vkg,nu lfszn r,uh tuv hrhav hadrvvu hbuhgv okugva p"gt lt
lhnbvk ostv tuv jrfunu ',tzv vbuhkgv ,hrhs,v ,ukf,xvv p"g ufrs ,t lkuv ,uhvk kufh ubbht hagnv okugv n"n
thva 'vrurc vghshc kct 'vbuatrv ,hkfhvv vcajnvc ruae ,uhvku vagnv okugk u,ukd,xv jrfv smn urut ,t
vcajnv lkvnn hruhmu hkfa cuchxc ,ccuxn thva tkt 'oukf vnrdn vk ,hku 'vnmgk thvaf vrurc vcajn vbbht
vkugu rcd,n hcajnv okugvu 'esm tknu icuknu zruzn vagb hannv okugv ztu /ubrnta vhbav ,ukf,xvv ka vbuhkgv

ohka tsujhc 'sjutn vhuv zfrnu ',usjutn ,uycv h"g 'shn, ohsjt,n ovu 'uruen ,frcn

1 kkufv ,heuktv vpeavv   413 sung c asuev ,urut 'zm-vm:t ohmce vbuna
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It is natural that the contemplation of God that comes from the monotheistic opinion, which is the more commonplace outlook from the

perspective of faith, at times causes sadness and weakness of spirit because of the weakness that comes in the spirit of man when he

pictures himself as a limited and powerless effect, far from the Divine perfection that shines with the splendorous light of its strength.

Particularly, the weakness is aroused through emphasizing that the moral weaknesses are apparent through comparison with God’s

perfection in the realm of righteousness and morality… 

Less draining than this outlook is the monotheistic outlook that leans towards a Spinozan explanation, when it is purified form its

dregs, that many aspects of it are apparent in the conceptual parts of the New Chasidus – that there is nothing other than God… And

while this perspective should weaken the spirit of a person more than the first outlook, it is not so.  Rather, this latter outlook

immediately returns to a person the strength of his eternity.  It encourages him to not forgot the truth of his existence and that it is his

obligation to distance himself from all the ways of life that flow from the mistaken thought of an independent self that is torn in its

spirituality from the Divine Infinity.  But once a person steps in this direction, he no longer has to conquer reality, but rather just things

of imagination and falsehood, and he is already happy with Infinity. In truth, this service is not less difficult than escaping from a real

trap, but in the end he will have a strong spirit. However, it is impossible to approach this outlook except through a great practice and

learning based on the first outlook, and then it will clothe the latter thought with light in all of its detail, and will become for it a

receptacle and sanctuary. “Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness.” 

But, even though the theoretical, emotional and songful worlds are purer and ascend more through the second outlook that is full of

light of humility and nullification of reality, still the practical world cannot function based on this constant higher outlook, and it is

necessary for a person to lower his sight in order to adapt to the world of action and be connected with the first mode of thought, just

with full knowledge that it is not a clear thought in and of itself, and it has nothing on its own, but it is surrounded by the higher second

thought. And then the physical world will become white and full of righteousness, and the world of thought will strengthen and ascend

from the blessing of its source, and they will unite through unifying perspectives and the center of reality is unified in a complete

unification. 

E] CHANGES IN MODERN THINKING

8. Orot Hakodesh 2:556-560
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