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THE LIFE AND THOUGHT OF RAV KOOK

2 - KODESH AND CHOL
SCIENCE AND SECULAR STUDIES
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The Wisdom of Holiness is more elevated than other wisdoms in that it transforms the will and the character of the soul of its students
to bring them closer to the elevation that it itself posseses. This is not the case with worldly wisdom, that even though they produce
elevated, beautiful and noble matters, they do not have the active characteristic to draw the essence of the thinker to their values... The
reason is that matters of holiness come from the source of life, from the foundation of life that causes all to exist, and they have a
power in their holiness to create an infinite multitudes of creations, to plant the heavens and to give basis to the land and certainly to
give a new form to the soul that ponders them...

C] EVOLUTION
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The doctrine of evolution, that is currently conquering the world, jives with the eternal secrets of Kabalah to a larger degree than any
other philosophical doctrine. Evolution, that goes in an ascending route, gives the optimistic foundation to the world, because how is it
possible to despair when we see everything develop and ascend. When we pierce to the inside of the doctrine of ascending
development we find in it the Divine matter shining with complete clearness. Evolution shines light on all of the Hashem’s ways in the
world. The creation as a whole develops and ascends, just as this matter is noticeable in parts of it, the ascent is general as well as
particular - it rises to the peak of the Absolute Good.
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Regarding the number of years since creation, in regard to the calculations of modern geologists: It has long been an accepted
concept, noted by all of the early Kabbalists, that there were many eras that preceded our own, as the midrash states, “He created
worlds and destroyed them” and the Zohar writes that there were types of men different from Adam, who is described in the Torah. But
one must contemplate well the deep allegories, which demand extensive explanation.
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Modern research tells us that eras of creations - including man - have been discovered, but that there was no mass destruction
between these eras. But these are assumptions that are up in the air, with no conclusive proof, and one need not be concerned with
them.

But in truth, we do not need all of this. For even if it was conclusively proven that creation took place through development of species,
there would be no contradiction [with the Torah]. For we count according to the simple explanation of the words of the Torah, which is
more relevant to us that other sources, which are of little value for us. And the Torah certainly concealed the story of Creation and spoke
in hints and allegories. All know that Creation is one of the secrets of the Torah; if we were to understand the matter according to the
literal meaning, what secret would there be here? The midrash already states: “To recount the power of Creation to flesh and blood is
impossible; the Torah therefore concealed the matter with the words, ‘In the beginning, God created.’” The main point is the conclusion
that emerges from the discussion - to know God and true moral life.
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D] RAV KOOK’S PANENTHEISM
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Itis natural that the contemplation of God that comes from the monotheistic opinion, which is the more commonplace outlook from the
perspective of faith, at times causes sadness and weakness of spirit because of the weakness that comes in the spirit of man when he
pictures himself as a limited and powerless effect, far from the Divine perfection that shines with the splendorous light of its strength.
Particularly, the weakness is aroused through emphasizing that the moral weaknesses are apparent through comparison with God's
perfection in the realm of righteousness and morality...

Less draining than this outlook is the monotheistic outlook that leans towards a Spinozan explanation, when it is purified form its
dregs, that many aspects of it are apparent in the conceptual parts of the New Chasidus - that there is nothing other than God... And
while this perspective should weaken the spirit of a person more than the first outlook, it is not so. Rather, this latter outlook
immediately returns to a person the strength of his eternity. It encourages him to not forgot the truth of his existence and that it is his
obligation to distance himself from all the ways of life that flow from the mistaken thought of an independent self that is torn in its
spirituality from the Divine Infinity. But once a person steps in this direction, he no longer has to conquer reality, but rather just things
of imagination and falsehood, and he is already happy with Infinity. In truth, this service is not less difficult than escaping from a real
trap, but in the end he will have a strong spirit. However, it is impossible to approach this outlook except through a great practice and
learning based on the first outlook, and then it will clothe the latter thought with light in all of its detail, and will become for it a
receptacle and sanctuary. “Hashem is in the Sanctuary of His Holiness.”

But, even though the theoretical, emotional and songful worlds are purer and ascend more through the second outlook that is full of
light of humility and nullification of reality, still the practical world cannot function based on this constant higher outlook, and it is
necessary for a person to lower his sight in order to adapt to the world of action and be connected with the first mode of thought, just
with full knowledge that it is not a clear thought in and of itself, and it has nothing on its own, but it is surrounded by the higher second
thought. And then the physical world will become white and full of righteousness, and the world of thought will strengthen and ascend
from the blessing of its source, and they will unite through unifying perspectives and the center of reality is unified in a complete
unification.

E] CHANGES IN MODERN THINKING

8. OrotHakodesh2:556-560

The Basic Changes in the New Thought

Recent developments popularized new ideas which resulted in the
rejection of convictions which were inherently not-opposed to the new
ideas. It 1s only because of habit that our ideas are grouped together.
Man links all his ideas to each other, and since some of them undergo
change, the change is extended to the entire domain of thought. It is
only through critical knowledge and evaluation that one can define the
boundaries, to discern how far the change effected by the new ideas is
to be extended, and where their legitimate sway comes to an end. But
the fact that it is in the nature of the mental and spiritual outlook to
feel the impact of change in any of their elements makes for greater
perfection and advancement.

Three basic changes have occurred in man’s outook in the new period,
which stimulated many additional changes. but there: was no attempt
to determine the valid core of thought represented by these changes, in
order to know how-far they were to-reach out, and to influence additional
changes in thought and action. Thus these new developments, though
in themselves beneficial, also brought about confusion and disorder. They
will regain their beneficial effect through a clarification of outlook, resulting
from a study of the spiritual life, focusing on the nature of the person
and ‘the body of beliefs which it is appropriate for him to entertain.

The three basic changes which have occurred are: 1) the change
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its emergence as similar to the unfolding of the spiritual dimension of
existence, which does not show a hiatus of a single wasted step. But the
multitude was not accustomed 1o understand the principle of development
in an all~embracing concept, and was unable to comprehend on that basis
its spiritual world. It is not the difficulty of harmonizing some verses
in the Torah or other statements in tradition with the view of evolution
that made it difficult for the multitude to accommodate its thinking. This
task is simple enough. All know that the parable, the allegory, the
intimation 1s common is such matters, that this is a basic principle in
interpretation everywhere. Even the ear of the multitude is accustomed
to listening to brief pronouncements that this verse or this statement
belongs to the realm of the hidden teachings of the Torah, that its direct
meaning s elusive, and they are satisfied. The people adjust to the probing
thinker who secks to discern the mystical higher song which is to be
found in the expositions of the allegories of ancient days. But how is
one to recongcile the spiritual implications in an outlook which found
its unity in the concept of Jthe world’s creation] with suddenness and
leaps,® which spares the mind from probing into realms distant from its
own circle, with the new, increasingly more popular concept of evolution?
For this there is need of great llumination, which is to penetrate all strata
of society, until it reaches with its agreeable harmonization even the
simplest circles of the masses.

The times force us to spread the knowledge, the most exalted, the
broadest and most idealistic knowledge. The crude form of religious faith
cannot maintain its position after it has suffered many declines and has
sought to shut out the world by covering itself with thick sackcloth. Who
will robe the pure religious faith with the garments appropriate to i,
who will place on its head the pure turban suited for the splendor of
its majesty, if not the great people of talent, the wise of heart, the people
of holy feeling and purity of soul who are planted in the courts of the
Lord, the sages who are dedicated to thinking and working in the cause
of the Torah?

Orot Hakodesh II, pp. §56-560
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