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Rabbi Shurin's Guide for Making a Seder

This guide is based on the classes given by Rabbi Yaakov Haber and Rabbi Yitzchok Lerner for our students and alumni.

Introduction: 
a)  You may say the Hagada in any language you want as long as you understand what you are saying.
b) One should start at nightfall,  20 minutes after the Shkiya in Israel and 45 minutes after Shkiya in the United States and Canada
c) There are 4 major mitzvot of the evening and women are obligated as well. Therefore everyone should be seated at the seder table at these times.
     1 - Drinking 4 cups of wine
     2 - Telling the story of our Slavery and Redemption
     3 - Eating matza
     4 - Eating maror
d) The order of the Seder Plate, according to the Arizal, is as follows:

                                   Egg             Zroa (shankbone)
                                            Maror 
                                   Karpas        Charoset
                                            Chazeret   
e) Note that Maror and Chazeret are basically the same thing.  In my home my father ZL put lettuce for the Maror and the white ground horseradish for Chazeret.
    (* For instructions on preparing the Seder plate, see the Pesach packet,
       the section of Rebbetzin Shurin's tips)
f) Note that the Seder Plate does not have to be round, and you don't even need a special seder plate, but it is a minhag to put these items on the  table in this order.
g) Some people sing the Order of the Seder before they begin Kadesh in order to remind themselves of what to do (Rabbi Fischer sings it on the recording that was sent out)
h) Note that in many places, during the seder, we are told to lean when we eat or drink.  Make sure you have something to lean on, perhaps an armrest or  a pillow or the back of another chair, so that you will be comfortable eating and drinking while leaning. 

The Seder according to the Haggada:
1)  Kadesh   The minhag is that someone pours for you, not only for kiddush but for all 4 cups. This is to symbolize that we are royalty. (If you are alone obviously you must pour for yourself)
The accepted amount is 3.3 ounces.  For those who enjoy wine, and  won't get too tipsy, the Chazon Ish's shiur is 5.4 ounces. One should drink the whole cup if possible but  drinking more than half of the cup is acceptable, as  long as you have drunk 3.3 ounces.  You should drink leaning to the  left, which is another symbol of royalty.  Today this includes women as well.
Rav Yosef Karo says an important woman drinks with leaning. The Rama comments that all our women are important!!!
Red wine is better but you can have white. There are those who pour a bit of red wine into the white wine so it will be slightly pink. Grape juice is acceptable as well.  If you like fizzy wine that is also acceptable.
Shehecheyanu is said at the end of Kiddush.  If you are making 2 sedarim, it is said both times.
A woman who made Shehecheyanu on the candles does NOT repeat it at
     Kiddush. 
     Note that with the reciting of Kiddush and drinking the wine, you are fulfilling two obligations:
      1 - Kiddush as in any Shabbat or Chag
      2 - Drinking the First Cup of the 4 cups of wine 
     The cup should be drunk within 4-9 minutes.

2)  Urechatz... Washing for dipping a vegetable into salt water.  No bracha is said    
      on the washing.
 
3)  Karpas, Different families have different minhagim for the vegetable.  My  parents used cucumber and boiled potato.  You can use celery.  My grandfather used radish. Have in mind the maror when you make the bracha of Adama.

4) Yachatz...  The general custom is to have 3 Shmura matzas.  Most people use hand matza.  Machine shmura is acceptable as well. 
     Yachatz is from the word Chatzi.  We break the middle matza into half.  The larger part we put away for the Afikomen. The smaller part we leave between the two whole matzas as a symbol of Lechem Oni, poor man's bread. The two whole       matzas are for Lechem Mishne (later when it's time to eat!)
      Now pour the Second Cup of wine to fulfill the mitzva of the story of Egypt with a cup of wine, because this gives importance to the mitzva.
     
5) Maggid.. This is the fulfillment of the mitzva of telling the story of bondage and freedom in Egypt.  It starts with the Ma Nishtana, a custom which is already brought in the Mishna in Pesachim.   
     This mitzva is about Hakarat HaTov, gratitude to Hashem, for taking us out of       Egypt, making us into a nation, and giving us the Torah.   These themes will be mentioned throughout the Haggada.
      Remember:  It is more important to tell the story of our slavery and freedom,  even in a simple way, than to say over many quotes from Rabbis that may  veer from the main topic.  Rabbi Haber said that the work called "The Midrash  Says" is excellent to enrich this mitzva.
      In Maggid, what is most important to say?
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Avadim Hayinu, Mitchila ovday avoda zara hayu Avotaynu, 10 plagues, (we should appreciate what happened to the whole country of Egypt when Hashem   sent plagues.  Today it is not difficult to relate to this.) Rabban Gamliel with the explanations. Since women are obligated in all the mitzvot of the Seder theyshould be seated at the  these important times even if they are working in the kitchen.
       If your Hebrew is weak, you should read this in English.
      We end this part of the Haggada with the beginning of Hallel until Betzet Yisrael   Mimitzrayim, because that is the appropriate place to end Maggid.
       We make a bracha ga’al Yisrael (on our redemption) and then on the Second Cup (Sephardim do not make a bracha on the second cup), and drink it   while leaning.

6) Rachtza..We wash our hands for the Matza (finally!)

7) Motzi Matza.. Holding the 2 1/2 matzas, you make Hamotzi, on thetwowhole matzas as Lechem Mishne. Then drop the bottom Matza and make Al Achilat Matza on the 1 1/2, as 
 a symbol of Lechem Oni.
 The amount of matza one is minimally obligated to eat, is 1/3 of a machine  matza, or 1/4 of a hand matza.  There are opinions that the amount should be larger.  This is the minimum.  If  you are gluten - intolerant, there are other types of matza you can get.  In case you only have gluten matza, there are those who have the amount as even smaller than this minimum.
     The matza should be eaten while you are leaning.

8) Maror..  The common custom is to use Romaine lettuce.  Some will use ground horseradish and put some on the lettuce.  Dip in the charoset.
    Make a bracha Al Achilat Maror.

9) Korech... The sandwich in memory of how Hillel ate everything all together.  Use
 Matza, maror and charoset in a sandwich and say Zecher etc. We lean for this as well.

10) Shulchan Orech.. The festive meal.  Some have a custom to begin with a piece of egg dipped in the salt water that is on the table.  This is in memory of the Bet HaMikdash and the Korban Pesach we cannot bring.
      The custom of the Ashkenazim is not to eat roasted meat or chicken. Sephardim do not eat roasted meat. You  are allowed to roast the meat in a sauce that you make for the meat.
      Many use boiled corned beef or tongue. This is so it does not look like we are eating the Korban Pesach.

11) Tzafun.  This word means hidden.  This refers to the Afikomen matza which has been put aside at the beginning of the seder (or hidden by children) and  is now used as an ending to the meal.  It is wise to leave some room so that  you are able to eat this matza.
      
12) Barech,   We do the benching with the Third Cup of wine to give importance to the benching.  It is poured before the benching and drunk after. You make  a bracha on the wine and lean as you drink.

13) Hallel.  We fill the Fourth Cup of wine and we also fill a cup of wine for   Eliyahu HaNavi, as a sign that we await and believe in his coming. (There  are those who interpret this minhag and the second half of the Haggada as a reference to the Jews in the Galut who are awaiting the Final Redemption.)
      When we open the door to say Shfoch Chamascha, some have the custom to say Baruch HaBa, as if to invite Eliyahu in.  
Then We make a bracha (the Sephardic   custom is not to make a bracha) and  drink the Fourth Cup after Yishtabach. Then we make a Bracha Achrona.

14)  Nirtza, We end the Haggada with a prayer that our service on this night should be accepted by Hashem and next year we should be able to celebrate Pesach  properly in rebuilt Yerushalayim.

Singing the beautiful piyutim at the end of the Haggada is a very beloved minhag of the Jewish people, because of their themes and symbols which are appropriate to the Seder night. R Fischer’s recordings will be helpful here.
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